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What'’s Life to a Geochemist?

Thinking about it, there's a subtle kind of poetry involved with
its scientific definition. Life can be said to be a selfreplicating,
encapsulated, chemical system that undergoes Darwinian
evolution. In other words, groups of related organisms have
evolved in response to changes in the environment through
natural selection. This process has been in effect ever since
life began from simple organic molecules in water, over four
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